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August Student Gov Meeting

Join us every 2nd Tuesday of the

month to get hear updates from SG

members and admin! All elected SG

members are expected to attend

Student Government meetings

consistently.

Tues, Aug 12, 6:00pm

DHMC Aud G and Zoom

Keep an eye out for an email to RSVP

if you are coming in person!

Nature & Nurture: Guided Immersion

Through guided activities (like

mindfulness, a joyful forest walk, and

poetry writing) we’ll explore how

nature can be a powerful companion

in building resilience, relieving stress,

and remembering how good it feels to

just play outside.

Wed, Aug 13, 10am - 11am 

Meet at the BEMA

RSVP here!

Outdoor Yoga: Flow & Nidra

Flow into stillness with a gentle yoga

practice that blends mindful movement

and deep relaxation.

Wed, Aug 22, 11:30am - 12:30am 

Meet at the BEMA

RSVP here!

DICE Annual Welcome Back Social

Expect great food, music, and

community vibes!

Mon, Sept 15, 5pm, Whaleback Mountain

160 Whaleback Mountain Road, 

Enfield, NH 03748

White Coat & Gavel Olympics

Geisel vs UVM! Mark your calendars

and start training! 

Sat, Sept 20, Burlington, VT

Hosted by UVM Larner College of

Medicine. More info to come soon!

Med Student

Basic Needs Study

This might be surprising, but over 1 in 5

medical students are possibly food insecure.

We are collaborating with students at Yale

School of Medicine to do a basic needs

assessment across medical students across

the United States to get a better

understanding of the unmet need and what

can be done about it.

Please spare 10 minutes to complete this

survey and get a chance to win a $25 gift

card!

Basic Needs Survey Link

Feel free to reach out to Titilayo Mabogunje

(732-837-8366) with any questions!

Joe O’Donnell Wellness

Fund

Student Government

Discretionary Fund

SG Reimbursements for

approved activities

Conference Funding

Resources

Fran Field Community

Service Fund

Email Subject: Student Gov Updates - July 2025

Hidden Preheader: Stay in the loop with the latest Student Gov updates, upcoming events, and

resources for students. Check it out to stay informed and get involved!

JULY 2025

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Geisel Swag Storefront
Grab your gear with logos from Geisel School of Medicine and Geisel Health Sciences!

Geisel Specialty Network Search
The Geisel Student Connect Portal is LIVE, and the Specialty Network Search is now

available to help students connect with alumni by specialty. Connect with alumni by

specialty, residency location, class year, and more. Ideal for students seeking

mentorship, advice, or just to learn more about different fields! Watch this short video

tutorial to learn how to get started.

Create your account TODAY!

STUDENT GOVERNMENT UPDATES

Meeting SlideDeck        |        Meeting Recording

PRESIDENT & VICE PRESIDENT: Vincent Busque (President) & Derek Colaizzo (VP)

Thanks to everyone who joined us for trivia at SNAX after the July SG meeting!

We hope to continue to make SG meetings engaging and build community!

Learning Collaborative Update: Our house names are official! Say hello to: Pine

House, Maple House, Spruce House, and Oak House! Big thanks to the team—

can’t wait for the swag!

Geisel Trips Incoming! One of the most meaningful Geisel traditions is just around

the corner in early August. Don’t forget to thank your M2 leaders and cheer on the

M1s!

Free Summer Rentals: Dartmouth students (yes, that includes us!) can now rent

boats and gear for free at Ledyard’s dock—take advantage while the weather’s

good!

💡 Help Improve Away Rotations: Got ideas to improve wellness and social life at

away sites? I’d love to hear from you—reach out anytime!

TREASURER: Mairead Pfaff

The updated discretionary funding request and reimbursement forms are now

live on the Student Gov website—check them out!

All instructions have been revised for clarity, but if anything’s confusing,

email Mairead directly.

For all reimbursements, make sure to list Courtney Buzzell as the approver

—she's key to getting things processed smoothly.

If you submit a reimbursement and don’t hear back within a week, reach out

to Mairead to help follow up.

Reminder: New funding rules are active!

💵 $500 cap per student organization  |  $13 per person for food

reimbursements for events

MD-PhD Reps: Andre Armero & Alexys Gayne

Took some of the MPUS (MD-PhD Undergraduate Summer) fellows on a Mount

Cardigan hike—great turnout and vibes!

Continuing to host casual MD-PhD social events to keep our community

connected. Currently planning a welcome event to help incoming MD-PhD

students connect with the new M1s.

MD-MBA Reps: Frida Velcani & Liah D'sa

Transition Survey: Only 11% of MD-MBAs have completed it—if you're an MD-

MBA student, please take a moment! Your feedback shapes next year’s

programming.

Residency Application Panel Series: Huge shoutout to Frida for organizing a

well-attended session with alums offering advice to the Class of 2026!

More events are on the way, featuring MD-MBAs in residency and beyond—stay

tuned!

ACADEMICS: Helen Thomason & Corbin Dameron

Shoutout to our M3 MEC reps—amazing in-person SG attendance from those in

the Upper Valley!

Town Hall was July 9: Co-hosted with Dr. Matthew to address FAQs on the new

grading system. We’re also working on: Phase 1 Mulligan Policy, Step 1 Policy, and

AI Policy 

Want to get involved? Reach out!

Become a LCME (Liaison Committee for Medical Education) Student

Ambassador → email Justine Cameron 

Join Learning Collaboratives planning committee → email Amy Rose

Become a Peer Tutor (reapply every year) → email Courtney Buzzell

AAMC OSR Reps: Helen Thomason, Daniel Ryvkin, Titilayo Mabogunje, & Andrew Bostwick

A national Basic Needs Study, led by OSRs at Yale, is currently underway to

assess unmet needs among med students. We’re collaborating with Yale to gather

national data. Thank you to everyone who has filled out the survey so far—we’re at

13% completion. If 20 more people complete it, the data can be meaningfully

used—please help us get there! Basic Needs Survey Link

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Daniel Ryvkin & Alessandra Bryan

We're planning a mix of longitudinal and short-term programs to kick off the year

Longitudinal programs include: M1-M2 peer mentoring, Big Sib/Little Sib

program, Specialty peer mentoring (upperclassmen + underclassmen)

Shorter-term programs (but still impactful!): Near-peer shadowing —

M1s/M2s shadowing clinical students for a day Clinical students: we’d love

for you to sign up to be shadowed!

Coming soon: Professional development workshops and Fireside chats

(informal but meaningful convos—just like Derek's series last year!)

For M1s: How to be Successful in Foundations

For M2s: How to be Successful in DRO

🔬 Medical Student Grand Rounds sign-ups are open for August! Choose your

preferred presentation date. This is a great opportunity to share your research, build

public speaking skills, and make an impression on new students. Looks great on a

CV! Sign up here!

Interested in hosting a fireside chat or mentoring? Reach out to us—we’re excited

to collaborate!

SOCIAL EVENTS: Parker Scott & Charles Mazof

We’ll be releasing a tentative Social Calendar shortly dates for all major social

events this year! Perfect for helping incoming M1s (and the rest of us) know what to

expect and plan ahead. The calendar will include Geisel student events and

collaborations with other graduate schools (exact dates may shift slightly—by a

day or up to a week).

White Coat & Gavel Olympics are making a comeback! Larner (UVM) has offered

to host in Burlington on Sept 20—we're waiting for confirmation after the new

academic year begins. If needed, we’ll hold it here in Hanover again. Mark your

calendars and start training!

WELLNESS: Erin Kelly & Annie Cao

Updating the community guidelines, to improve hygiene in shared spaces. Stay

tuned! 

Wellness tips:

If you need a quick break this month, check out the River Trail in Hanover—

car accessible and peaceful (bug spray recommended!).

Undergrad-led outdoor yoga sessions — the next session is Aug 22 at the

BEMA. Feel free to join - Sign up here!

Nature & Nurture Guided Immersion - Aug 13 at the BEMA. Come for a

playful and grounding hour outdoors designed to help you reconnect with the

earth, with joy, and with yourself. RSVP here!

NEW and important: Phase 2 Reflection and Debrief Sessions, especially

helpful for M3s to process the ups and downs of clerkships in a guided, supportive

environment. These sessions provide a much-needed space to talk, reflect, and

support each other through the challenges of clinical years. Highly recommended!

Want to host a student-wellness activity? The Joe O'Donnell Fund provides

support for Geisel School of Medicine student projects and initiatives that promote

wellness, compassion, and service. Check out this resource to help navigate the

application process and apply here. Note that approval may take a few weeks.

We’re also collaborating on the JOD Fund and building a plan for monthly

wellness activities across Geisel. Got ideas? Let us know! 

COMMUNITY SERVICE: Alex Walkon and Trey Rogers

Fall Leaf-Raking for the Elderly —looking for community members who need help

with leaves. If you know anyone or channels to connect with, please let us know!

The July Service Newsletter is out! It’s your go-to for ongoing and upcoming

volunteer opportunities. Check it out monthly and submit your own community

service events and opportunities. Some Highlighted Opportunities:

The Haven needs help with Wednesday food deliveries—low-commitment

and high-impact! and much appreciated by residents. Perfect for preclinical

students around this summer! Reach out to Elsa Winslow for more info!

Memory Cafe Social Groups — play music and connect with older adults

with dementia (reach out to Elsa Winslow).

💡 Funding spotlight: Don’t sleep on the Fran Field Fund — it’s a dedicated

funding source for community service initiatives, separate from general student

government funds. Perfect for project ideas that directly serve the community.

Reach out to Alex for guidance, and Apply for Funding Here! 

To align with the Student Discretionary Fund, there will now be a $500 cap

on all Franfield Fund applications

As always, if you’re doing any summer community service and want help recruiting

volunteers, don’t hesitate to contact Alex (248-410-2115) or Trey (417-860-2533)!

DICE: Eric Wang & Mary Basilious

Food insecurities initiatives: Our main goal this year is to support DICE’s food

insecurity initiatives to help our Geisel community. 

We’re partnering with DICE to promote their Free Food App—more info

coming soon!

Stay tuned for the poverty simulation workshop, a hands-on way to

understand structural barriers our patients and community face, with

solutions-focused discussions.

Our M2 DICE reps are working on a shared resources drive to support

incoming M1 students—updates coming soon!

DICE is gearing up for new student orientation and their big Welcome Back

Social on September 15 at Whaleback Mountain—expect great food, music, and

community vibes.

ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT: Diya Mathur and Taylor Cooper

🎉 The Student Connect Portal is officially live! Watch this short video tutorial

on setting up your account at geiselalumni.org!

The Specialty Network Search is now available to help students connect

with alumni by specialty. Connect with alumni by specialty, residency

location, class year, and more. Ideal for students seeking mentorship,

advice, or just to learn more about different fields.

We’d love your feedback on the portal and any ideas for additions to the Geisel

Swag Storefont, so please reach out anytime with suggestions! 

GEISEL ADMIN UPDATES
Dean's Corner: Dean Compton

Big shout out to our admissions committees, faculty, staff, and student

volunteers for their hard work. We already have some master’s students on

campus, with MPH students arriving soon. The new medical student class will be

here for orientation shortly. I’m really excited to meet the new students across all

our programs!

Office of Education Affairs: Dr. Chimienti

Huge thanks to everyone serving as LCME Ambassadors working with Justine

through QI — this is a fantastic opportunity to learn about medical education,

contribute to the school’s quality improvement efforts, and build your CV if you’re

interested in this area. This program is key for early, two-way communication

between students and administration as we prepare for our next accreditation site

visit. Email Justine Cameron if you're interested in getting involved!

Reminder: we’re 3 years away from our big LCME full survey in 2028–2029,

and the foundational work for the 2026 report is helping us get ready. Justine

will be reaching out to get more students involved, so stay tuned for that —

and let’s make this a great process!

Our new Office of Medical Student Research just opened on Remsen 2, and we

welcomed Dr. Han Naung Tun as our program manager. He’s already diving in to

help connect students with research opportunities and address common

challenges.

We encourage open communication — please share feedback early and often so

we can keep improving your experience.

Office of Admissions: Dr. Pinto-Powell

Rising SG Participation: I was so happy to hear about the packed SG meeting

and all the delicious food — it’s a great reminder of how community-building

matters, even on a Tuesday night! Echoing Dean Compton, I’m grateful to all of you

for fostering such a vibrant, welcoming Geisel environment.

Shout-out to the incoming M1s — some of you couldn’t wait for orientation and

are already jumping in, which is amazing! Hope to see you at these meetings

regularly.

No big admissions updates right now (as always, lots happening behind the

scenes!), but I do want to give a heartfelt farewell to Windy O’Leary. She’s been

such a valued part of our team this past year, and we’ll miss her deeply as she

moves back home to be with family.

Office of DICE: Dr. McBride

Grateful to Eric and Mary - you’re both doing an incredible job! I’m excited to

partner with you this year as we focus on food insecurity.

We’re especially looking forward to offering a trauma-informed poverty

simulation, modeled after similar ones at Yale and Harvard — it’ll be a

powerful learning opportunity for all students.

Grateful to Dr. Cunningham for helping us bring back the Lead with Compassion

communication skills workshop for the incoming class — now in its second year!

We’ll offer more of these interactive, communication skills-building sessions

throughout the year, in collaboration with the Stanford Institute on Empathy and

Compassion and our friends at UCSD. We’re proud to be the only med school

offering this during orientation, and that’s thanks to continued support from Dr.

Cunningham and Dean Compton.

Office of Student Life: Dr. Cunningham

Big applause for Courtney Buzzell for creating the Geisel Student Life App—a

game-changer that brings all our resources together in one easy-to-use platform.

The app isn’t reinventing the wheel—it’s just smartly connecting us to what

already exists, more efficiently. We’re always looking to improve, so if something’s

missing, speak up! Huge appreciation for Courtney’s tech-savvy touch and problem-

solving spirit—digitizing student life one link at a time. Shoutout to the entire

Student Life team for all the behind-the-scenes magic!

GEISEL STUDENT LIFE APP
Navigating Geisel’s resources shouldn’t feel like a scavenger hunt—so we built an app to

centralize everything in one place. The Geisel Student Life App app makes it easy to

access events, contacts, wellness resources, and more—right from your phone!

Key features:

📅 Events calendar + quick links to student life and newsletters

� Wellness & transportation pages (with campus bus tracker!)

🐶 Push notifications (for things like surprise food drops or Benny the dog visits 🐾)

📬 Tap-to-email for student life contacts, room bookings, registrar, DICE, financial

aid, and more

It’s built by someone who gets what students need. Download the app, start exploring,

stay connected, stay informed, and hopefully, stress a little less. As always, don't hesitate to

give feedback so we can improve your experience of the app!

DOWNLOAD the Geisel Student Life App HERE!

SUPPORT YOUR FELLOW

STUDENT-RESEARCHERS!

GET INVOLVED!

Join Student Gov meetings every 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6pm in Auditorium G

at DHMC and on Zoom!

Apply for Student Government discretionary funding! Have an event or program

idea for Geisel students? Even if it's not tied to an interest group, you can apply for

discretionary funding to support your initiative

Know a Community Service Opportunity that Geisel students would love? Fill this

form to have the community service opportunities included on the montly community

service newsletter!

All students should explore the Career Advising Resources SharePoint! 

Connect with Geisel Alumni for mentorship, research opportunities, residency advice,

specialty advice, and more!

Apply to present at Medical Student Grand Rounds (MSGR)

Add yourself to the Geisel Student Contact List and help us connect you with

prospective students!

Become a LCME (Liaison Committee for Medical Education) Student Ambassador

→ email Justine Cameron 

Join Learning Collaboratives planning committee → email Amy Rose

Become a Peer Tutor (reapply every year) → email Courtney Buzzell
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