COMMUNITY

August 4, 2026
FEATURED STORIES

The Geisel School of Medicine is celebrating a milestone this week as Jennifer Hunt
officially begins her tenure as dean.

Amber Barnato Reappointed as Director of The
Dartmouth Institute for Health Policy and Clinical
Practice

Physician-researcher Amber Barnato has been reappointed as director of The Dartmouth
Institute for Health Policy and Clinical Practice and chair and professor of Health Policy
and Clinical Practice at Geisel.

Dartmouth Hosts the 2026 International Shared
Decision Making Conference

From July 7-10, 2026, Dartmouth College welcomed researchers, clinicians, patients, and
policy leaders from around the world for the 13th International Shared Decision Making
Conference. This year's theme, "A Wider Lens," explored shared decision-making across
specialties, care settings, and health systems.
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Stu‘déhts, féculty, staff, and their families gathered for a sweet start to the term at our
Geisel annual ice cream social. Great to see so many new faces already feeling at home!

HR UPDATES

Professional Development:

August Ignite Session: August’s Ignite session is led by Brian Dellinger, Associate
Director of Computing (and Al guru), and will take a highly practical approach to Al. Using
participant-provided projects and problems, attendees will apply skills developed in
previous Al sessions using the various Al tools available on campus. Based on feedback
received from prior sessions, participants have expressed interest in more practical
examples and opportunities to workshop real-world challenges. This session is designed
to provide exactly that. By the end of the session, participants should feel more confident
developing their own Al solutions and troubleshooting when things do not work as
expected. Please be sure to send your RSVP by Friday, August 14 to Geisel Human
Resources. This event will take place on Thursday, August 20 in Kellogg 201 from 12:00 -
1:30 PM.

Orientations & Events

Monthly Geisel Orientation: Our next monthly Geisel employee orientation session is
Tuesday, August 18 from 9:00 - 10:00 AM at the Dean’s Office. Staff members hired within
the prior month (July) will receive invitations to the event. Light breakfast items will be
provided. For those attending orientation, please plan on arriving by 8:50 AM.

Quarterly HR Lunch: Our next Quarterly HR Lunch will be on Monday, September 21
from 12:00 - 1:30 PM. This event occurs at the Dean’s Conference Room. New staff hired
in June, July and August will be invited. Details will be shared via email. Please be sure to
send your RSVP by Friday, September 4 to Geisel Human Resources and include if you
have any food restrictions as lunch will be provided. We hope you can attend!

Welcome to all our new staff that started in July 2026

Renata West Yen, Biomedical Data Science, Senior Research Scientist/Analyst Engineer
Anna Traunbauer, Microbiology and Immunology, Research Associate B

David McKinzey, Microbiology and Immunology, Research Associate B

lan Gliser, Molecular and Systems Biology, Research Assistant Il

Maria Ramirez Velasquez, Dartmouth Cancer Center, Laboratory Technician Ill (Rosato
Lab)

Michael Sweeney, Dartmouth Cancer Center, Research Assistant |

Michael Nguyen Mason, The Dartmouth Institute, Research Associate B

Madison Hume, Center for Technology and Behavioral Health, Research Assistant
Vanessa Alexander, Diversity & Inclusion, Senior Program Coordinator

Le Shipulski, Center for Technology and Behavioral Health, Research Assistant

Richard Larocque, Facilities Geisel, Building Service Technician IlI

Lauren Finkelstein, Biomedical Data Science, Research Associate B

Roy Herbst, Faculty in Microbiology and Immunology & Chair of Dartmouth Cancer Center

Recruitment: There are 11 staff positions open at Geisel — if you or someone you know
are interested in a position at Geisel, check out the opportunities here.

EVENTS

Geriatric Psychiatry Journal Club Series August 6, 2026

Vendor Led ClinicalKey Demo for Faculty August 6, 2026

Neurology Grand Rounds August 7, 2026

MSB Student Thesis Defense Seminar August 12, 2026

Pediatrics/Psychiatry Collaborative Office Rounds (COR) August 21, 2026

MSB Student Thesis Defense Seminar August 21, 2026

International SDBP Pediatrics/Psychiatry Collaborative Office Rounds (COR) August 28,
2026

More...

IN THE NEWS

New Dean Gets to Work—Valley News

San Juan Bautista School of Medicine Selected as the Only Hispanic-Serving_Institution in
the National ASCEND Initiative—The San Juan Daily Star

Animal Spillover? Lab Leak? What the Science Says About the Origins of COVID-19—
NPR

What's Behind the Push to Get More Men on Testosterone ?—NPR

More...

Submit Items for the Insider

Geisel Insider is an internal news platform for Geisel School of Medicine faculty, students, and staff. To
submit items for publication, send email to Geisel Insider Staff. Previous issues of the Geisel Insider are
available at our Archive page.
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