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October 15, 2025 

 
The goal of this academic conference is to reflect on the life and legacy of C. Everett Koop, MD, ScD, the 13th 
Surgeon General of the United States, a pioneer in pediatric surgery, and a storied advocate for the health of the 
public. Dr. Koop’s work in the 1980s to encourage research and treatment for the then-new disease of HIV/AIDS, 
to destigmatize those affected, to reduce the prevalence of smoking, and to identify the culpability of tobacco 
companies secured his legacy as perhaps the most consequential Surgeon General in American history. He 
accomplished all this while working in a political environment not readily supportive of these activities. 

Forty years later, a new political and policy environment is challenging the protection of American public health 
and support of the country’s biomedical research enterprise. Our goal, therefore, is to explore the dimensions of Dr. 
Koop’s moral courage, scientific prowess, and political savvy to better understand how those skills can help those 
working today to deliver outstanding, evidence-based clinical care, practice impactful public health, and conduct 
lifesaving biomedical research, thereby extending Dr. Koop’s legacy. 

This conference will feature readings and a book signing by the author of a new biography of Dr. Koop. Other 
speakers include scientists, physicians, advocates, and public health officials who were active during Dr. Koop’s 
tenure as Surgeon General, as well as in the current era. 

 
 Agenda  

 

8:30-9:00 am Registration, Coffee/Tea 

9:00-9:10 am Welcome 
Steven L. Bernstein, MD 
Chief Research Officer, Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center 
Senior Associate Dean of Clinical & Translational Research, Geisel School of Medicine at 
Dartmouth 
Director, C. Everett Koop Institute 

9:10-9:15 am Opening Remarks 
Santiago Schnell, PhD 
Provost, Dartmouth 

9:15-9:20 am Welcome 
Steven D. Leach, MD 
Interim Dean, Geisel School of Medicine 

9:20-9:30 am Koop: A Reflection 
Anthony Fauci, MD (presenting via video) 
Director Emeritus, NIAID, NIH 

9:30-10:15 am Koop: A Biography 
Nigel M. de S. Cameron 
Author, “Dr. Koop: The Many Lives of the Surgeon General” 

10:15-10:30 am Break 
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10:30-11:00 am Tobacco 
Mitchell Zeller, JD 
Retired Director, FDA Center for Tobacco Products 
Geisel School of Medicine, Koop Institute, Dartmouth 

11:00-11:30 am HIV/AIDS 
Jeffrey Levi, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, Milken Institute School of Public Health 
The George Washington University 

11:30 am-12:00 pm Protecting the Health of the Public 
Debra Houry, MD, MPH 
Chief Medical Officer Emerita, CDC; Deputy Director for Program and Science Emerita, CDC 
Demetre Daskalakis, MD, MPH 
Director Emeritus, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 

12:00-12:45 pm Panel Discussion 
N. Cameron, M. Zeller, J. Levi, D. Houry, D. Daskalakis 
Moderator: Sheryl Gay Stolberg, The New York Times 

12:45-1:30 pm Lunch/Book Signing 
Nigel M. de S. Cameron 

1:30-2:00 pm Making the Case for Science in an Uncertain Time 
Gregg Gonsalves, PhD 
Yale School of Public Health 

2:00-2:30 pm The Bethesda Declaration 
Jenna Norton, PhD 
Bethesda Declaration Co-Organizer and Signer 

2:30-3:00 pm Advocacy for Reproductive Justice 
Caitlin Bernard, MD 
Indiana University School of Medicine 

3:00-3:30 pm Upholding the Oath: Practicing Inclusive Care for All Youth 
Frances Lim-Liberty, MD 
Dartmouth Health Children’s 
Geisel School of Medicine 

3:30-4:15 pm Panel Discussion 
G. Gonsalves, C. Bernard, F. Lim-Liberty, J. Norton 
Moderator: S.G. Stolberg 

4:15-4:30 pm Closing Remarks 
Steven L. Bernstein, MD 

4:30-5:00 pm Book Signing 
Nigel M. de S. Cameron 
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