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Current Positions   
Professor of Neurology, Emeritus  Senior Neurologist 
Frank Professor of Neuroscience, Emeritus  Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine  Lebanon, New Hampshire   USA  
Hanover, New Hampshire   USA   
 
 
Administrative 
Office / Home Address:  48 Old Farm Road 
    Norwich, VT  05055   USA 
 
Office / Home Telephone:  802-649-1346 
 
E-mail Address:   bernat@dartmouth.edu 
     
Professional website:  https://geiselmed.dartmouth.edu/faculty/facultydb/view.php/?uid=353 
 
Citizenship:   USA 
 
 
Biographical 
Born:    Cincinnati, Ohio  USA    1947 
Married:    Judith Elaine Lenzner Bernat   1969 
Two children; two grandchildren 
 
 
Education 
University of Massachusetts   B.A. cum laude   1965 – 1969 
Amherst, Massachusetts 01003 
 
Cornell University Medical College   M.D.    1969 – 1973 
New York, New York 10021 
 
 
Postgraduate Training 
Intern (PGY-1) Internal Medicine       1973 – 1974 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
Hanover, New Hampshire 03755 
 
Junior Resident and Senior Resident in Neurology     1974 – 1976 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
 
Chief Resident in Neurology       1976 – 1977 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
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Academic Appointments 
Instructor of Clinical Medicine (Neurology)      1976 – 1977 
Dartmouth Medical School 
 
Assistant Professor of Medicine (Neurology)      1977 – 1983 
Dartmouth Medical School 
 
Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine (Neurology)    1983 – 1989 
Dartmouth Medical School 
 
Professor of Clinical Medicine (Neurology)       1989 – 1991 
Dartmouth Medical School   
 
Professor of Medicine (Neurology)        1991 – 2008 
Dartmouth Medical School   
 
Professor of Neurology and Medicine [Neurology became a department in 2008]  2008 – 2017 
Dartmouth Medical School [Renamed Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine in 2012] 
 
Louis and Ruth Frank Professor of Neuroscience     2011 – 2018 
Dartmouth Medical School / Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine 
 
Professor of Neurology, Emeritus       2017 – current 
Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine  
 
Hospital Appointments 
Staff Neurologist         1977 – current 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Clinic [The Hitchcock Clinic before 1998] 
Lebanon, NH  03756 [Hanover, NH before 1991] 
 
Attending Neurologist        1977 – current 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center (Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hospital) 
Lebanon, NH  03756 [Hanover, NH before 1991] 
 
Former Positions 
Consulting Neurologist        1995 – 2011 
V.A. Medical Center 
White River Junction, VT 05009 
 
Chief, Neurology Section        1977 – 1994 
V.A. Medical Center 
White River Junction, VT  05009 
 
Co-Director         1987 – 1991 
V.A. Northeast Regional Center for Clinical Ethics 
White River Junction, VT  05009 
 
Co-Director         1991 – 1993 
Senior Scholar         1993 – 1996 
V.A. National Center for Clinical Ethics     
White River Junction, VT  05009 
 
Assistant Dean for Clinical Education      1996 – 1999 
Dartmouth Medical School 
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Specialty Board Certification 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology (Neurology), #18595   1978 – current 
 
Licensure & Registration 
National Board of Medical Examiners, #130549     1974 – current 
State of Vermont Board of Medical Registration, #42-0005383    1974 – current 
State of New Hampshire Board of Registration in Medicine, #5732   1977 – current 
DEA #AB6366442        1975 – 2017 
UPIN #E75038         1995 – current 
NPI #1326006180        2006 – current 
ORCID ID #0000-0003-1128-0442       2018 – current 
 
Professional Societies 
American Academy of Neurology       1976 – current 
Northern New England Neurological Society     1980 – 2020 
American College of Physicians       1982 – 2019 
American Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics     1987 – current 
Society for Bioethics Consultation (became ASBH in 1998)    1989 – 1998 
World Federation of Neurology       1993 – current 
American Association of Bioethics (became ASBH in 1998)    1994 – 1998 
American Neurological Association       1994 – current 
American Medical Association       1995 – current 
New Hampshire Medical Society       1995 – current 
Vermont Medical Society        1997 – current 
American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH)    1998 – 2018 
International Neuroethics Society       2008 – current 
International Neuropalliative Care Society      2019 – current 
 
Honorary Societies, Prizes, Awards, and Distinctions 
Phi Beta Kappa         1969 – current 
Fellow, American College of Physicians      1984 – current 
Fellow, American Academy of Neurology      1985 – current 
Alpha Omega Alpha (Faculty)       1985 – current 
Who’s Who in America        2001 – current 
Norman Allen Award, Ohio State University College of Medicine   2005 
Alma Hass Milham Award, Dartmouth Medical School    2006 
Fellow, The Hastings Center       2008 – current 
American Academy of Neurology 2011 Presidential Award    2011 
Fellow, American Neurological Association      2012 – current 
American Academy of Neurology 2014 Presidential Lecturer    2014  
Arnold P. Gold Foundation Humanism in Medicine Honor Society   2018 – current 
International Neuroethics Society Steven E. Hyman Award for  

Distinguished Service to the Field of Neuroethics    2022 
Honorary Member, American Academy of Neurology    2026 – current 
 
Professional Activities 
A.   Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
 Continuing Medical Education Advisory Committee    1978 – 1997 
 Curriculum Committee (DMS)      1980 – 1986 
  Chair, Geriatrics-Gerontology Planning Subcommittee  1983 – 1984 
  Chair, Clinical Years Evaluation Subcommittee   1985 – 1986 
 Research Committee (VAMC)      1980 – 1983   
          1990 – 1993 
 Organ Donation Advisory Committee     1981 – 1994 
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          2009 – 2013 
 Impaired Physicians Committee      1982 – 1990 
 Ethics Committee (VAMC)      1982 – 1996 
 Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation Committee (VAMC)    1983 – 1989 
 Neurology-Neurosurgery Task Force, Co-Chair    1984 – 1987 

Neuroscience Institute Planning Group     1986 – 1988 
 Quality Assurance Committee, Chair (VAMC)    1990 – 1992 

LCME Self-Study Executive Committee (DMS)    1990 – 1991 
          1996 – 1998 
 Faculty Advisory Committee, Department of Medicine   1991 – 1998
 Committee on Code of Professional Conduct, Chair    1991 – 1994 
 Faculty Appointments, Promotions, and Titles Committee (DMS)  1991 – 1995 
  Vice-Chair       1992 – 1994 
 Clinical Ethics Committee (MHMH)     1992 – 2025 
  Chair        1994 – 2013 
 Code of Professional Conduct Advisory Panel    1994 – 2004 
  Chair        1994 – 1998 
 Dartmouth Ethics Institute Faculty Advisory Board    1994 – 2000 
 Director of Program in Clinical Ethics      1994 – 2013 

Physicians' Health Committee      1995 – 2007 
 Utilization Management Physician Advisory Board (MHMH)   1995 – 2005 
 Confidentiality Subcommittee (MHMH)     1996 – 1997 
 New Directions Curriculum Coordinating Committee (DMS)   1996 – 1997 
 Clerkship Directors Committee (DMS), Chair    1996 – 1999 
 Dean’s Advisory Board (DMS)      1996 – 1999 
 Committee on Student Performance (DMS)     1996 – 1999 
 Committee on Students with Disabilities (DMS)    1996 – 1999 
 Medical Education Committee (DMS)     1997 – 1999 
 Editorial Board, Dartmouth Medicine     1998 – 2015 
 Associate Chief, Neurology Section      1998 – 2002 
 Dartmouth-Hitchcock Clinic-MHMH Board of Governors   2003 – 2009 
 DHMC Strategic Planning Steering Committee    2007 – 2008 

Clinical Practice Committee      2008 – 2016 
Strategic Planning Committee, Governance Task Force, Co-chair (DMS) 2008 – 2009 
Department of Neurology Appointments and Promotions Committee, Chair 2009 – 2017 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Ethics-Integrity Task Force, Co-chair   2009 – 2012 
Organizational Ethics Committee, Co-Chair     2012 – 2017 
SYNERGY: The Dartmouth Clinical and Translational Science Institute.    

Director, Ethics Core      2013 – 2020 
Research Ethics Committee, Chair      2014 – 2020 
Clinical Translational Research Steering Committee    2019 – 2022 

 
B.   Regional 
 Medical Advisory Board, Multiple Sclerosis Society of Southern VT  1978 – 1985 
 Councilor, New Hampshire-Vermont Neurological Society   1980 – 1985 
 Governor's Biomedical Ethics Advisory Board, State of Vermont  1987 – 1990 
 Consultant, Ethics Committee, S.W. Vermont Medical Ctr., Bennington, VT 1987 – 1989 
 Advisory Council, American College of Physicians Vermont Chapter  1991 – 1993 
 Associate Editor, Lahey Clinic Medical Ethics Journal   1995 – 2017 
 Presiding Chair, NH-VT Hospital Ethics Committee Network   1995 – 2013 
 Board of Directors, Vermont Ethics Network    1995 – 2001 
 Board of Directors, Hospice VNH      1998 – 2002 
 Board of Directors, Northern New England ALS Society   1999 – 2005 
 Board of Directors, New England Organ Bank    1999 – 2006 
 Honorary Board Member, Vermont Ethics Network    2012 – current 
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C.   National and International 
 American Academy of Neurology: various appointed positions (see below) 1983 – current 

American Council on Transplantation Ad Hoc Committee on Brain Death  1984 – 1986 
 V.A. Central Office National Bioethics Committee    1987 – 1996 
 V.A. Neurology Director's National Advisory Committee   1994 – 1996 
 American Neurological Association Committee on Ethical Affairs  1995 – 2004 
 Project on Death in America: Human Experimentation on Persons near Death 1996 – 1998 
 Vatican Pontifical Academy for Life Task Force on Brain Death  1997 – 1998 
 ALS Practice Parameters Task Force Consultant on End-of-Life Issues  1997 – 1999 
 Institute of Medicine reviewer for Non-Heart-Beating Organ Transplantation 2000 
 Promoting Excellence in End-of-Life Care ALS Workgroup (RWJ-funded) 2001 – 2004 
 ALS Association National Medical Advisory Committee   2003 – 2006 

Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives      2003 – 2022 
Vatican Pontifical Academy of Sciences Working Group: The Signs of Death 2006 – 2007 

 AAN PVS/MCS Clinical Guidelines Committee    2007 – 2009 
 HRSA Div. of Transplantation Panel on the Circulatory Death Criterion, Chair 2008 – 2013 
 World Federation of Neurology Research Group on Neuroethics  2009 – 2017 
 World Health Organization Advisory Committee for Death Determination 2010 – 2015 
 European Academy of Neurology, Committee on Coma and Consciousness 2014 – 2020 
 NIH BRAIN Initiative: Panel on Ethics of Research on Human Neural Tissue 2017 – 2019 
 World Federation of Neurology Neuroethics Specialty Group, Chair  2019 – 2023 

International Neuropalliative Care Society, Board of Directors   2019 – current 
NIH NHLBI DMSB member      2019 – 2024 
Uniform Law Commission UDDA Revision Study Committee: Observer 2020 – 2021 
Uniform Law Commission UDDA Revision Drafting Committee: Observer 2021 – 2023 
NIH NINDS EPPIC-NET DMSB member     2021 – 2025 
New York State Transplant Council Ethics Committee Ad Hoc Consultant 2023 – 2025 
AES/CNS Epilepsy Surgery Guideline Work Group (bioethics consultant) 2023 – 2026 
Bioethics Advisory Group for Neuropalliative Care NIH grant R01NR016037 2023 – current 
European Soc. Organ Transplantation DCD Death Consensus Steering Comm. 2024 – current 

 
D.    American Academy of Neurology (AAN): 

Ethics. Law, and Humanities Committee     1983 – 2011 
  Chair (called Ethics and Humanities Subcommittee before 2000) 1993 – 2003 
  American Neurological Association representative   2005 – 2011 
 AAN representative to CMSS National Conference on Professional Liability 1984 
 Annual Meeting Subcommittee       1990 – 1996 
 AAN representative on the Multi-Society Task Force on 
   Medical Aspects of the Persistent Vegetative State    1991 – 1993 
 Board of Directors       1993 – 1997 
 Practice Committee       1993 – 2000 
 Disciplinary Policy Grievance Committee     1995 – 2003 
 Nominations Committee       1997 – 1999 
 Bylaws Committee       1999 – 2003 
 Annual Meeting Management Committee (ex officio)    2001 – 2003 
 Journal Arbitration Committee, Chair     2007 – 2025 

Neurology Editor Search Committee     2009  
 AAN-Industry Task Force, Chair      2009 – 2010 
 Presidential Award Recipient      2011 

AAN-Governance Task Force, Chair     2011 – 2012 
Annual Meeting Presidential Lecturer     2014 
American Brain Foundation Expert Review Panel for Ethics   2017 – current 
Senior member        2018 – current 
Neurology Ethics Advisory Board      2021 – current 
Honorary Member       2026 – current 
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E.   Journal Editorial Boards: 
 Neurology Today        2001 – 2017 
 Neurocritical Care       2002 – 2017 
 The Physician’s Index for Ethics in Medicine    2011 – 2019 
 Multiple Sclerosis and Related Disorders (Neuroethics Editor)   2011 – current 
 Advances in Neuroethics       2015 – current 
 Neurology Clinical Practice      2016 – current 
 
Teaching Activities at Dartmouth Medical School & Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center  
 (Dartmouth Medical School was renamed Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine in 2012) 

Undergrad. Philosophy of Medicine (Dartmouth College)  1980 – 1986 
 Undergrad. Medical Anthropology (Dartmouth College)   1996 – current 
 Undergrad. Introduction to Clinical Research (Dartmouth College) 2004 – 2013 

Undergrad. Religion and Morality (Dartmouth College)   2004 – 2008 
Undergrad. Global Health and Society (Dartmouth College)  2007 – 2019 

 DMS-I  Neuroanatomy      1975 – 1977 
 DMS-I  Neuroscience      1983 – 1990 
 DMS-I  Clinical Correlation Conferences    1976 – 1980 
 DMS-I  Nerve, Muscle & Synapse      1978 – 1982 
 DMS-I  On Doctoring I (Ethics)     1995 – 2011 
 DMS-I  Ethics Elective; Debates in Bioethics   2001 – 2013 
 DMS-I  Physicians and the Holocaust    2015 – 2022 
 DMS-II        Scientific Basis of Medicine: Neurology   1975 – current 
 DMS-II        Scientific Basis of Medicine: Oncology   1992 – 1997 
 DMS-II        Neurological Physical Diagnosis    1976 – 1990 
 DMS-II  Death and the Dying Patient (Elective)   1996 – 1999 
 DMS-II  Ethical Issues in Neurology (Elective)   2002 – 2017 
 DMS-II  On Doctoring II (Ethics)     1996 – 2011 
 DMS-III       Neurology Clinical Clerkship    1976 – 2011 
 DMS-IV  Medical Ethics Senior Elective    1993 – 2011 
 DMS-IV  Health, Society, and the Physician    1996 – 1998 
 Postgrad.      Neurology Resident Supervisor    1977 – 2017 
 Postgrad.     Faculty, Neurology Department In-House Conferences 1976 – current 
 Postgrad. Departmental Grand Rounds: Medicine, Surgery, Pediatrics 
   Neurology, Psychiatry, Obstetrics, Radiology, Cardiology 1977 – 2020 
 Postgrad.     Faculty, Neurology C.M.E. Annual Course   1980 – 2000 
 Postgrad. Pediatric Ethics Conference    1995 – 2003 
 Postgrad. ICU Ethics Conference     1995 – 2009 
 Postgrad. Dartmouth Community Medical School   2002 – 2005 
 Postgrad. Neurology Resident Ethics Conferences   2012 – 2025 
 Postgrad. SYNERGY Advanced Certificate in Clinical and 
   Translational Research     2016 – 2017 
 
National and International Teaching Activities 
American Academy of Neurology Annual Meeting Scientific Course Faculty  1985 – 1990 
          1992 – 2015 
American Academy of Neurology Annual Meeting Scientific Course Director  1993 – 2004 
World Congress of Neurology, Teaching Course Director    2013; 2021 
Invited Lectures and Presentations (selected list follows Publications)   1976 – current 
 
International Consultantships 
Pontifical Academy for Life, Vatican City: Morte Cerebrale Task Force  1997 – 1998 
Pontifical Academy of Sciences, Vatican City: The Signs of Death Working Group 2006 – 2007 
World Health Organization, Advisory Group for Death Determination   2010 – 2015 
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National Congressional Testimony 
United States Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee Hearing 109-80:  
     Health Care Provided to Non-Ambulatory Persons: The vegetative state  April 6, 2005 
 
Dartmouth Medical School Administrative and Senior Academic Positions 
Faculty Appointments, Promotions, and Titles Committee, Vice-Chair   1992 – 1994 
Assistant Dean for Medical Education      1996 – 1999 
Associate Chief, Neurology Section       1998 – 2002 
Louis and Ruth Frank Professor of Neuroscience     2011 – 2018 
 
Endowed Lectureships and Professorships 
Stewart Scholar and Stewart Memorial Lecturer in Biomedical Ethics. Cleveland Clinic Foundation.  

November 11, 1998. 
Harold Wade Memorial Lecture. C. Everett Koop Institute, Dartmouth College. April 22, 2002. 
Thomas A. Pitts Memorial Lecture in Biomedical Ethics. Medical U of South Carolina. September 10, 2004. 
Norman Allen Annual Lectureship. Ohio State University College of Medicine. October 11, 2005. 
Clarke Center Common Hour Lecture.  Dickinson College, November 17, 2005. 
Annual Keynote Lecture. Vlaamse Vereniging voor Neurologie (Flemish Neurological Society). Antwerp, 

Belgium. November 22, 2008. 
Lloyd Anthony Annual Endowed Lecture. Norwalk Hospital. Norwalk, CT, January 28, 2010. 
John A. Balint, M.D. Annual Endowed Lecture. Albany Medical College, Albany, NY, April 22, 2010. 
William N. Chambers Annual Memorial Lecture. Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. March 30, 2012. 
Dorothy MacLean Annual Lecture. University of Chicago MacLean Center for Clinical Ethics, November 

12, 2012. 
8th Annual Sandra Solomon Memorial Lecture. Berkshire Medical Center. Pittsfield, MA, October 23, 2014. 
American Academy of Neurology 2014 Presidential Lecture. Philadelphia, PA, April 29, 2014. 
Irving S. Cooper Professorship Lecture. Mayo Clinic Arizona, Phoenix, AZ, December 3, 2014. 
George Schumacher Annual Lecture. University of Vermont College of Medicine, November 6, 2015. 
9th Annual S. Breanndan Moore, M.D. Lecture. Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, November 2, 2016. 
Victor Grifols i Lucas Foundation Annual Bioethics Lectures. Barcelona, Spain, November 15, 2016. 
Michael T. Ty Memorial Lectures, Neurology Department, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA. 

Longwood Medical Area: April 8, 2020; Massachusetts General Hospital: April 9, 2020. 
4th Annual Keith Brownell Lecture, University of Calgary Medical Center, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 

October 9, 2020. 
Edmund Pellegrino, MD Annual Keynote Lecture at Health Ethics Conference. University of Missouri 

Medical Center, Columbia, MO. October 4, 2024. 
Linda Wright Annual Lecture on Transplant Ethics, University Health Network Ajmera Transplant Centre, 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada. January 29, 2025. 
40th DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy Keynote Lecture, Grand Rapids, MI. April 14, 2025. 
 
Grants and Contracts 
Co-Principal Investigator for Department of Veterans Affairs grant to establish and  
operate the V.A. Northeast Regional Center for Clinical Ethics.  (25% salary provision) 1987 – 1991 
 
Co-Principal Investigator for Department of Veterans Affairs grant to establish and  
operate the V.A. National Center for Clinical Ethics.  (25% salary provision)  1991 – 1995 
 
Director, Ethics Core. SYNERGY: The Dartmouth Clinical and Translational Science  
Institute.  National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NIH NCATS)  
UL1TR001086.   (20% salary provision)      2013 – 2020 
 
Randomize Everyone: Creating Valid Instrumental Variables for Learning Health Care  
Systems. Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI): ME-1609-36174.  
Tor D. Tosteson, P.I. $1,048,824 (2.5% salary for research ethics).   2018 – 2021 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Journal Articles  

    
1. Bernat JL.  Glioblastoma multiforme and the meningeal syndrome.  Neurology 1976; 26: 1071-1074. 
2. Bernat JL, Sadowsky CH, Vincent FM, Nordgren RE, Margolis G. Sclerosing spinal pachymeningitis: a 

complication of intrathecal administration of Depo-Medrol for multiple sclerosis.  Journal of Neurology, 
Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry 1976; 39: 1124-1128. 

3. Abel R, Nelson DA, Bernat JL. Complications from methylprednisolone acetate (Depo-Medrol) when 
injected into the orbit, subarachnoid, or subdural spaces.  Delaware Medical Journal 1977; 49: 331-343. 

4. Bernat JL, Hunter RW. The benign lateral medullary syndrome.  Archives of Neurology 1978; 35: 112-113. 
5. Basilico FC, Bernat JL. Vaccine-associated poliomyelitis in a contact.  JAMA 1978; 239: 2275. 
6. Sachs E Jr, Bernat JL. Recovery from acute subdural hematoma and uncal herniation due to ruptured 

intracranial aneurysm.  Neurosurgery 1978; 3: 66-67. 
7. Bernat JL, Ochoa JL. Muscle hypertrophy following partial denervation: a human case. Journal of 

Neurology, Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry 1978; 41: 719-725. 
8. Bernat JL, Sullivan JK. Trigeminal neuralgia from digitalis intoxication.  JAMA 1979; 241: 164. 
9. Kasper LH, Bernat JL, Nordgren RE, Reeves AG. Bilateral rhinocerebral phycomycosis. Annals of 

Neurology 1979; 6: 131-133. 
10. Bernat JL. Cluster headaches from isosorbide dinitrate.  Annals of Neurology 1979; 6: 554-555. 
11. Dugan TM, Bernat JL, O'Donnell JF. Lymphoma initially appearing with chin numbness.  Archives of 

Neurology 1980; 37: 327. 
12. Levy RL, Dugan TM, Bernat JL, Keating J. Lateral medullary syndrome following neck injury.  Neurology 

1980; 30: 788-790. 
13. Bernat JL. Intraspinal steroid therapy.  Neurology 1981;31: 168-171. 
14. Bernat JL, Culver CM, Gert B. On the definition and criterion of death.  Annals of Internal Medicine 1981; 

94: 389-394. 
a. Reprinted in:  Jonsen AR (ed).  Responsibilities of Medical Practice. San Francisco, University of 

California Press, 1981:24-29. 
b. Reprinted as Chapter 10: "The definition of death" in, Culver CM, Gert B: Philosophy in Medicine.  

New York, Oxford University Press, 1982:179-196. 
c. Reprinted in:  Fruehling J (ed).  Sourcebook on Death and Dying.  Chicago, Marquis Academic 

Media, 1982. 
d. Reprinted as Chapter 10 in: Gruzalski B, Nelson C (eds). Value Conflicts in Health Care Delivery.  

Cambridge, MA, Ballinger Publishing Co, 1982: 155-171. 
15. Bernat JL, Culver CM, Gert B. Defining death in theory and practice.  Hastings Center Report 1982; 

12(1):5-9. 
a. Reprinted in: Weir R (ed).  Ethical Issues in Death and Dying.  New York: Columbia University 

Press, 1986.   
b. Reprinted in: Furrow B, Greaney T, Johnson S, Jost T, Schwartz R.  Health Law: Cases and 

Materials, 3rd ed. St. Paul, MN: West Publishing Co, 1997. 
c. Reprinted in: Furrow B, Greaney T, Johnson S, Jost T, Schwartz R.  Bioethics: Health Care Law 

and Ethics, 3rd ed. St. Paul, MN: West Publishing Co, 1997. 
d. Reprinted as chapter 8 in:  Pecorino PA (ed). Perspectives in Death and Dying, 5th ed. (Online 

textbook). State University of New York, Suffolk, 2002. 
16. Bernat JL, Greenberg ER, Barrett J. Suspected epidural compression of the spinal cord and cauda equina by 

metastatic carcinoma: clinical diagnosis and survival. Cancer 1983; 51: 1953-1957. 
17. Castaldo JE, Bernat JL, Meier FA, Schned AR. Intracranial metastases due to prostatic carcinoma.  Cancer 

1983; 52: 1739-1747. 
18. Bernat JL.  The definition, criterion, and statute of death. Seminars in Neurology 1984; 4: 45-52. 
19. Ward TN, Bernat JL, Goldstein AS.  Occlusion of the anterior choroidal artery.  Journal of Neurology, 

Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry 1984; 47: 1048-1049. 
20. Bernat JL.   Council on Medical Specialty Societies Professional Liability Report: neurologists in medical 

malpractice, suggestions for future action.  Neurology 1985; 35: 28A, 93-95. 
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21. Baker PCH, Bernat JL.  The neuroanatomy of vomiting in man: association of projectile vomiting with a 
solitary metastasis in the lateral tegmentum of the pons and the middle cerebellar peduncle.  Journal of 
Neurology, Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry 1985; 48: 1165-1168. 

22. Green RL, McAllister TW, Bernat JL. A study of crying in medically and surgically hospitalized patients.  
American Journal of Psychiatry 1987; 144: 442-447.  

23. Bernat JL.  Ethical and legal aspects of the emergency management of brain death and organ retrieval.  
Emergency Medicine Clinics of North America 1987; 5: 661-676. 

24. Bernat JL.  Ethical and legal duties of the contemporary physician.  The Pharos 1989; 52(2): 29-32. 
25. Bernat JL.  Ethical issues in brain death and organ transplantation.  Neurologic Clinics 1989; 7: 715-728. 
26. Nelson WA, Bernat JL.  Decisions to withhold or terminate treatment.  Neurologic Clinics 1989; 7: 759-774. 
27. Colice GL, Bernat JL.  Neurologic disorders and respiration.  Clinics in Chest Medicine 1989; 10: 521-543. 
28. American Academy of Neurology Ethics and Humanities Subcommittee [Cranford RE (principal author), 

Beresford HR, Bernat JL, Celesia G, Cohen MM, Conomy JP, Delfs JR, Foa RP, Jackson D, Wichman A].  
Position of the American Academy of Neurology on certain aspects of the care and management of the 
persistent vegetative state patient.  Neurology 1989: 39: 125-126. 

29. Bernat JL.  How much of the brain must die in brain death?  Journal of Clinical Ethics 1992; 3: 21-26. 
30. Bernat JL.  Brain death: occurs only with destruction of the cerebral hemispheres and the brain stem.  

Archives of Neurology 1992; 49: 569-570. 
31. Bernat JL.  The boundaries of the persistent vegetative state.  Journal of Clinical Ethics 1992; 3: 176-180. 
32. American Academy of Neurology Ethics and Humanities Subcommittee [Foa RP (principal author), 

Beresford HR, Bernat JL, Celesia G, Cohen MM, Conomy JP, Cranford RE, Delfs JR, Jackson D, Wichman 
A].  The ethical role of neurologists in the AIDS epidemic. Neurology 1992; 42: 1116-1117. 

33. Bernat JL.  The Veterans Affairs National Center for Clinical Ethics.  Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal 
1992; 2: 385-388. 

34. Bernat JL, Cranford RE, Kittredge FI Jr, Rosenberg RN.  Competent patients with advanced states of 
permanent paralysis have the right to forgo life-sustaining therapy. Neurology 1993; 43: 224-225. 

35. American Academy of Neurology Ethics and Humanities Subcommittee [Bernat JL (principal author), 
Beresford HR, Celesia GG, Cohen MM, Conomy JP, Cranford RE, Delfs JR, Foa RP, Jackson DL, 
Wichman A].  Position statement:  Certain aspects of the care and management of profoundly and 
irreversibly paralyzed patients with retained consciousness and cognition. Neurology 1993; 43: 222-223. 

36. American Academy of Neurology Ethics and Humanities Subcommittee [Bernat JL (principal coauthor), 
Beresford HR (principal coauthor), Celesia GG, Cohen MM, Conomy JP, Cranford RE, Delfs JR, Foa RP, 
Wichman A].  The American Academy of Neurology Code of Professional Conduct.  Neurology 1993; 43: 
1257-1260. 

37. Bernat JL, Grabowski EW.  Suspending do-not-resuscitate orders during anesthesia and surgery.  Surgical 
Neurology 1993; 40: 7-9. 

38. Bernat JL, Mogielnicki RP, Gert B.  Patient refusal of hydration and nutrition: an alternative to physician-
assisted suicide or voluntary active euthanasia.  Archives of Internal Medicine 1993;153: 2723-2728. 

a. Reprinted in:  Beauchamp TL, Veatch RM (eds).  Ethical Issues in Death and Dying, 2nd ed.  New 
York:  Prentice-Hall, 1996: 243-248. 

b. Reprinted in:  Beauchamp TL, Walters L (eds).  Contemporary Issues in Bioethics, 5th ed. Belmont, 
CA:  Wadsworth Publishing Co, 1999: 332-337. 

c. Reprinted in:  Mappes TA, DeGrazia D (eds). Biomedical Ethics, 5th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 
2001: 436-444. 

d. Reprinted in:  Mappes TA, DeGrazia D (eds).  Biomedical Ethics, 6th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 
2006: 438-445. 

e. Reprinted in:  DeGrazia D, Mappes TA, Brand-Ballard J (eds).  Biomedical Ethics, 7th ed. New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 2011: 438-445. 

39. Multi-Society Task Force on PVS [Ashwal S, Cranford R, Bernat JL, Celesia G, Coulter D, Eisenberg H, 
Myer E, Plum F, Walker M, Watts C, Rogstad T].  Medical aspects of the persistent vegetative state.   Part I.  
New England Journal of Medicine 1994; 330: 1499-1508. 

40. Multi-Society Task Force on PVS [Ashwal S, Cranford R, Bernat JL, Celesia G, Coulter D, Eisenberg H, 
Myer E, Plum F, Walker M, Watts C, Rogstad T].  Medical aspects of the persistent vegetative state.   Part 
II.  New England Journal of Medicine 1994; 330: 1572-1579. 
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41. Gert B, Bernat JL, Mogielnicki RP.  Distinguishing between patients' refusals and requests.  Hastings Center 
Report 1994; 24(4): 13-15. 

a. Reprinted in: Munson R (ed).  Intervention and Reflection: Basic Issues in Medical Ethics, 6th ed.  
Pacific Grove, CA:  Wadsworth Publishing Co, 1999: 238-241. 

42. Welch HG, Bernat JL, Mogielnicki RP.  Who's in charge here?  Maximizing patient benefit and professional 
authority by physician limit setting.  Journal of General Internal Medicine 1994; 9: 450-454. 

43. Claessens MT, Bernat JL, Baron JA.  Ethical issues in clinical trials.  British Journal of Urology 1995; 
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American Academy of Neurology 66th Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA: Presidential Address: “Challenges 
to ethics and professionalism facing the contemporary neurologist” April 29, 2014. 
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Harvard Medical School Center for Bioethics, Boston, MA: “The medical practice impact of functional 
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University of Washington Medical Center, Seattle, WA, Neurology Grand Rounds: “Conceptual 
controversies in death determination in the ICU” October 22, 2015. 

University of Vermont College of Medicine, Burlington, VT. George Schumacher Annual Lecture: 
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Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA. Dementia: A Comprehensive Update: “Ethical issues in managing 
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“Threats to professionalism in contemporary medical practice” November 2, 2016. 

Victor Grifols i Lucas Foundation Annual Bioethics Lectures, Barcelona, Spain: “Brain death: consensus 
and controversies” November 15, 2016. 

Victor Grifols i Lucas Foundation Annual Bioethics Lectures, Barcelona, Spain: “The medical practice 
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Autonomous University of Barcelona ICREA Conference on the Locked-In Syndrome, Barcelona, Spain: 

“Medical decision-making by patients with locked-in syndrome” November 18, 2016. 
Yale-New Haven Medical Center, New Haven CT. Clinical Neuroscience Grand Rounds. “Conceptual 

controversies in ICU death determination” December 14, 2016. 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, TX. Ethics Grand Rounds. “Conceptual 

controversies in ICU death determination” April 11, 2017. 
Duke University, Durham, NC:  NIH Brain Initiative – Stem cells, neural organoids, and ex vivo human 

brain tissue: science and ethics. “Conceptual issues” May 11, 2017. 
Boston University School of Medicine and Boston Medical Center, Boston, MA: Clinical Neuroscience 

Grand Rounds. “Conceptual controversies in ICU death determination” October 24, 2017. 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD. NIH BRAIN Initiative Neuroethics Workshop on Research 

with Neural Tissues: “Ethical issues in research on ex vivo brain neurons and organoids.” March 28, 
2018.  

Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA Center for Bioethics: Defining Death: “Conceptual justifications for 
brain death.” April 11, 2018. 

Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA Center for Bioethics: Defining Death: “Conceptual issues in 
circulatory death determination.” April 12, 2018. 

University of Vermont Larner College of Medicine. 16th Annual Northern New England Critical Care 
Conference. Stowe, VT. “Keynote Lecture – Brain death: areas of consensus and controversy.” 
October 13, 2018. 

University of Virginia Medical Center, Charlottesville, VA. Neurology Grand Rounds: “Conceptual 
controversies in ICU death determination” February 8, 2019. 

Duke University, Durham, NC. Lester Crown Symposium: Defining Death. “Conceptual justifications for 
brain death.” March 1, 2019. 

Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA (Harvard Medical School) Ethics Grand Rounds: “Medical 
and ethical implications of functional neuroimaging studies in disorders of consciousness.” June 17, 
2019. 

Harvard-Longwood Medical Area, Boston, MA. Neurology Grand Rounds and Michael T. Ty Memorial 
Lecture: “Conceptual refinements that justify brain death determination.” April 8, 2020. 

Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA. Neurology Grand Rounds and Michael T. Ty Memorial 
Lecture: “Conceptual refinements that justify brain death determination.” April 9, 2020. 

University of Calgary Medical Center, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Clinical Neurosciences Grand Rounds and 
4th Annual Keith Brownell Lecture. “Conceptual refinements that justify brain death determination.” 
October 9, 2020. 

Boston University School of Medicine and Boston Medical Center, Boston, MA: Clinical Neuroscience 
Grand Rounds. “Physician-assisted death and the neurologist” October 13, 2020. 

United States Uniform Law Commission Study Committee, Chicago, IL. “Three reasons to revise the 
Uniform Determination of Death Act.” November 17, 2020. 

University of Chicago Neubauer Collegium, Chicago, IL. Making Progress on Death. “Death is the 
permanent cessation of the organism as a whole.” March 24, 2021. 

25th World Congress of Neurology, Rome, Italy. “Controversies over physician-assisted death and 
euthanasia.” October 3, 2021.  

6th Annual MENA Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation Congress, Dubai, UAE. Neuroethics Symposium 
Keynote Lecture: “Clinical and research neuroethics: past, present, and future.” November 26, 2021. 

International Brain Injury Association Inaugural World Conference on Disorders of Consciousness. 
“Clinical decision-making in adult patients with disorders of consciousness.” December 10, 2021. 

International Neuroethics Society Annual Meeting, Montreal, PQ, Canada. “The ethics of uncertainty in 
disorders of consciousness.” November 3, 2022. 

New York University Langone Medical Center, New York, NY: Neurology Grand Rounds. “Conceptual 
refinements in brain death determination.” October 24, 2023. 

Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell, Manhasset, NY: Neurology Grand Rounds. “The Uniform 
Law Commission’s failed attempt to revise the Uniform Determination of Death Act.” February 2, 
2024.  

 University of Chicago Medical Center, Chicago, IL: Neurology Grand Rounds. “The Uniform Law 
Commission’s failed attempt to revise the Uniform Determination of Death Act.” May 24, 2024. 



James L. Bernat, M.D.    Page 34 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   
University of Missouri 2024 Health Ethics Conference, Columbia, MO. Edmund Pellegrino, MD Annual 

Keynote Lecture: “Conceptual refinements justifying brain death.” October 4, 2024. 
Edgardo Rebagliati Martins Hospital, Lima Peru. “Conceptual controversies in death determination for 

organ transplantation.” November 28, 2024. 
University Health Network Ajmera Transplant Centre, Toronto, ON, Canada: Linda Wright Lecture on 

Transplant Ethics: “Analyzing death determination in normothermic regional perfusion.” January 29, 
2025. 

40th DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy, Grand Rapids, MI. Keynote Lecture. “Analyzing death determination 
in normothermic regional perfusion.” April 14, 2025. 

Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine/Carilion Clinic, Roanoke, VA: Hot Topics in Ethics: “Brain 
death: legal controversies and family disputes.”  May 1, 2025. 

American Academy of Neurology / World Federation of Neurology Global Advocacy Leadership Program 
Virtual Meeting. “The importance of neuroethics.” September 17, 2025. 

University at Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, Buffalo, NY:  Medical Ethics 
Grand Rounds: “Analyzing death determination in normothermic regional perfusion.” April 24, 2026. 

University at Buffalo Department of Philosophy, Buffalo, NY, Romanell Center Workshop Keynote 
Address: “Conceptual refinements to the brain determination of death.” April 25, 2026. 

Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston, SC, Annual Robert J. Adams Research Day Keynote 
Address and Neurology Grand Rounds: “Legal and family disputes over brain death determination.” 
May 28, 2026. 

 
 


